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been a special interposition of Providence for the
maintenance of the true faith.

At the time that Kiof became the religious metro-
polis of Bussia, it was in like manner the political
metropolis. The line of its princes was that which
succeeded ultimately in uniting the dukedoms; and
as they proceeded to incorporate and to extend their
power, their seat was successively transferred to
Vladimir and Moscow, in the centre of the proper
Muscovite race.

The geographical structure of this region facili-
tates, to a degree unknown and inconceivable else-
where, the institution of slavery. Mountains are, in
our minds, always associated with freedom; but the
contrary idea is not connected with plains, because
the Kirghis and the Bedouin, the freest of tribes,
live on plains, or wander over steppes: but those
plains in the centre of which are placed Vladimir
and Moscow, differ from the others in soil and in
climate. The wastes of Arabia and the steppes of
the Kirghis are not fitted for tillage ; they present a
scanty subsistence for flocks and herds; there are no
cities, and no fixed habitations; the people roam
and circulate rather than dwell; they are hardy and
enterprising, and rendered by nature bold and free.
The products are not such as to render despotism
profitable, and the children of the soil are not such